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When was the last time you did something someone told you to do even though you 

thought it was totally crazy? Quite possibly your answer is never, so let me tell you a 

little story.  

 

My commercial career was spent largely in IBM mainframe computers. I’ve also been 

into electronics and ham radio pretty much from the time I was an egg, so from an early 

age I was familiar with things electronic and hence understood how computers work from 

the ground up. When PCs came along in the 1980s it was easy for me to figure them out 

and fix stuff when it stopped working. My customers knew this.  

 

One day I got a panicked call from someone whose computer simply wouldn’t start. His 

whole business was on the thing, and he was hysterical. I told him to calm down, take a 

deep breath and do exactly what I told him. Unplug the machine. Take the cover off and 

gently wiggle every little black rectangle, printed circuit board and connector he saw. 

Then put the cover back on, plug it in and turn it on.  

 

I could sense the unbelief on the other end of the phone and I had to cajole him a bit to do 

what I’d said. Just wiggle stuff? How would that help? Anyway, he knew he had no Plan 

B, so he reluctantly decided to trust me and did as I said. To his utter astonishment, the 

thing came right up. He made a noise I won’t even try to imitate and asked in amazement, 

“Who are you? What just happened here? How did you know to do that?”  

 

I didn’t tell him, of course, but later on, without an argument, he also obediently followed 

my instructions and put his hard drive in the freezer for a half hour when it stopped 

working. That came right back up, too. As far as he was concerned, these were all 

miracles. I knew better but didn’t disagree.  
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Sometimes you simply have to trust people and do what they tell you, even if it sounds 

totally crazy. I’ll bet each of you could relate a story similar to mine. 

 

Something like this happened at Cana, too. Mary observed a potentially disastrous 

situation and dutifully told her son, who probably already knew. But God works with and 

through us, as Mary well knew from personal experience, so all she needed to say was, 

“do whatever he tells you.”  

 

The servants were likely as puzzled as my customer was, but did as they were told by 

Jesus anyway, probably wondering what was going to happen to them after they gave the 

chief steward a cup of dishwater to drink. Very much like my customer, they too were 

utterly astonished at what had happened after the steward tasted the dishwater that had 

become wine. As the gospel relates, people began to believe in Jesus after that. That’ll 

happen when you perform a miracle or even something that just looks like one. 

 

Let’s take a deeper look at these unreasonable miracles. Miracles are considered 

extraordinary because they seem to be improbable alterations of the normal course of 

events. But they really aren’t. Every miracle just puts things back to the way they were 

intended to be by God.  

 

Celebrations turn from disaster to the joyful times they’re intended to be. Lepers become 

whole, as they were created to be. Hungry people are relieved of their hunger, for God 

intends no one to be hungry. Indeed, the public ministry of Jesus starts off with a miracle 

because that’s what Jesus is here for – to put things back the way they God intended them 

to be.  

 

Consider the giant miracle of the Eucharist. God’s will for us is for all of us to be one 

with God. Period. Full stop. End of story. That happens every time you and I receive 
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communion. On the face of it, it’s totally unreasonable and no one can explain how it 

happens, but we trust that since Jesus Christ said it’s his body, blood, soul and divinity, it 

truly is. 

 

A moment’s reflection on the other miracles in Scripture tells us that they, too, all happen 

with the active involvement of trusting people. Each of them requires the intimacy of 

divine-human participation, and each requires both trust and some flavor of “do whatever 

he tells you,” even if what’s being asked seems utterly unreasonable.  

 

Our challenge is to trust God the way we did before we even existed, as the 13th century 

mystic Meister Eckhart liked to put it. The rule seems to be that it’s our trust that enables 

Jesus Christ to do whatever he needs to do intimately in and through us. To some, being 

asked to trust God like that appears as if we’re being asked to do something totally crazy. 

Indeed, that may be the way it looks from time to time but, as my frightened customers 

came to realize, there is no Plan B. And after the miracle, when everything’s humming 

along the way it was intended to, it’s not uncommon for folks to wonder why they’d had 

a problem trusting in the first place. What do you think the most common explanation is? 

 

To give you a hint, let me close with a poem entitled The Avowal, by Denise Levertov, a 

Jewish convert to Catholicism back in the 40’s. It expresses both the alarming sense of 

vertigo as well as the exquisite exhilaration that come along with taking on the challenge 

of unconditional trust: 

As swimmers dare to face the sky, and water bears them. 

As hawks rest upon air and air sustains them, 

So would I learn to attain freefall, 

And float into Creator Spirit’s deep embrace, 

Knowing no effort earns that all-surrounding grace. 


